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Charles H. Nel10n 
GRAY, Dec. 2. (SpeciaD-Charles 

H. Nel.son, 73, former Democratic 
mt-mber of the State Legislature and 
former chairman of the Gray board of 
selectmen, died early Sunday at his 
he-me here. He had been to Port
land on Saturday n!ght and com
plained or pains when he returned 
h\lme. Early Sunday pains in the 
chest were apln experienced and he 
died bfore a ph5'slclan could attend 
him. 

Mr. Nelson 'II'U born here, Aug. 5, 
1862, and received his education in the 
Gray achoola. Greely Institute and 
Bridgton Academjr. He operated a 
large farm here. A life-long Demo
crat, he IIM!rved five years on the 
board or selectmen, three years on 
the school committee, and represented 
the town In the Leglslaturf, being 
elected In 1903. 

He was affl11at.ed with CUmberland 
Lodge, F. & A. M .. and had served 
the lodge u secretary for several 
years. He was also a member of Boaz 
Royal Chapter; Golden SMaf 

Chapter, o. E. s.; put master of 
Danville Junctlr,n Oranre; member of 
Androscoeetn l!'omona; secretary of 
the New Gloqce.ster and Danville 
Agrlcu;tur 1 }tssociation for three 
years; aecretar)• and treasurer of the 
Gray and Ne,w Gloucester Mutual 
Fire In.suranoe Company; and chair
man of the Qemocratic Town Com
mittee. 

Surviving are two daughters, Mrs. 
Julia B. .:::arwer of New Gloucester, 
and Mrs. Ha.;old L. Carter of Port
land; five ICIM, John 0., Carl W., 
and Edwin of New Olouester, Har
old C., of PoTtland and Bertrand B., 
of a brother, George B., of 
New .ter, and nine grand-
chU:!.ren. · I 
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ardner L. Nelson. 85, retired New 
1 England division freight agent of the 
Grand Trunk Railway and last living 
charter officer, Cumberland Lodge, 

I 
Knights of Pythlas, died Sunday at 
hla home, 287 Spring Street. after a 
nine-month 

Mr. Nelson was bbm ln South Port
land, June 28, 1862, son of the late 
Charles L. and Catherine Ballard Nel
son. He was next to the youngest In 
a family of nine children. He at
tended South Portland schools andl 
Gray's Business College. 

In 1879, he went to work with the 
Grand Trunk Lines of the Canadian 

I National Railways and was retired In 
September, 1931. During the first 
World war, he served as general 

I freight and passenger agent for the 
New England division. 

Mr. Nelson married the late Ida E. 
Coolbroth In South Portland, June 16, 
1891. They celebrated their 50th wed
ding anniversary In 1941. Mrs. Nelson 
died in December 1943. 

Mr.. Nelson was a member of Hiram 
Lodge AF&AM, rona Chapter, OES, 
the Past Patrons Association of that 

Hiram Club of South Port
land, Portland Club a.nd was a. char
ter member of the Portland Rotary 
Club, Ma.sconomo Tribe, IORM, and 
Cumberlan_d Lodge, K of P. He also 
was a member and director for a 
time of the Maine Chamber of Com
merce and the Portland Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Mr. Nelson was a director of the 
Atlantic and St. Lawrence Railway 
and belonged to Williston Church. 

He Is survived by two 
Mrs. Manning Moulton. Bangor, and 
Mrs. Lloyd F . Stair, Madison, N. J.; 
four granddaughters, five grandsons, 
alx great grandchildren and several, 
nieces and a nephew. 

Funeral services will be held at 2 
p, m. Tuesday at his home. Inter
ment will be in Mount Pleasant Cem
etery, SOUth Portland. 
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SOUTH CHINA - Lester R. NelloD, 81, died Saturday 
at an Aususta hospitJI .-turM .u&L. 

He wu tiom • ..._lit Wealtr..a6.._. WlDOU 

Nelson. . . 
A former teacher and superintendeDt of ICbools iD Pal

ermo, he waa a retired and a pduate of Freedom 
Academy. 

Mr. Nelson had been a selectman, town treasurer and 
member of the school board for many years. 

He was · a past master and 62-year member of the 
Masons, serving for many years as the treasurer of Dirigo 
Lodge; a past master of Branch Mille Onnge, a member 
of China and Palermo Senior Citizent, and a deacon and 
trustee of Greeley Comer Church. 

He was an honorary Scoutmllster of Troop 222 which 
he organized in Palermo and was sexton of the Palermo 
Cemetery for many years. 

His first wife, Gertrude Uttlefield, died in 11138. In 
1944 he married the former Dorothy Choate Wood of 
Soutb China, who survives. 

Other survivors include two daughters, Mrs. Rance 
(Theresa) Greeley of Windsor and Madeline Nelson of 
Middletown. Conn.; two stepsons, 






