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"Bath, July 11. — Charles W.
‘Bob” Messenger, 67, sheriff of
Sagadahoc County for 15 years
prior to his resignation-12 days
ago, died Tuesday at his home. A
one time major league baseball
player, -Messenger later coached
.footbalﬁ and baseball for two years
at Edward Little High School,
Auburn.

.. He was born in Bangor, son of
Frank and Cinderella Anthony

Messenger. After graduating from
Gardiner High School, he entered
Bates College but left to play base-
ball with Toronto in the Inter-
national League and then with
St. Louis and Chicago in the
American League.

A resident of Richmond for 16
vears prior to his election as sher-
iff in 1936, Mesesnger served that
town as treasurer .and tax collec-
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His law enforcement career be-!
gan in 1924 when he was appoint-|
ed a deputy sheriff by J. Horace
McClure, Bath: Popular through-
out the county, he had only to go
through the motions of campaign-
ing to win re-election term after
term. A Sagadahoc County by-
word was that, “No man can beat

Bob Messenger.” A few tried it,
none succeeded.

Messenger was a member of the
Masonic Blue Lodge at Gardiner,
Enterprise Grange, Richmond, and |
in Bath, where he had lived since
1938, was a member of Winter
Street. Congregational Church.

The popular Sagadahoc County,
official submitted his resignation
June 28 to Gov. Frederick G.!
Payne because of failing health.
It was reluctantly accepted by
Payne who named Messenger's
long time chief deputy, Loring D.
(Small, 60, of West Bath, as his
SUCCessor.
| Messenger is survived by his
widow, Mrs. Rachel Cunningham
Messenger, Bath; a brother, Harry
Messenger, Randolph; and four
sisters, Mrs. Jesse Richardson,
Waterville, Mrs. Stewart McCou-
bry and Miss Elta Messenger, Gar-

diner, and Mrs. Joseph Marks,
Somerville, Mass.

. The funeral will be held at 2
p. m. Thursday at the Curtis Fu-
neral Home. Burial will be at Rich-
\mond. i
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Mace Willis ‘Bill’ Messenger
businessman, dairy farmer

WESTBROOK - Mace Willis “Bill” Messenger, 72, of
292 St. James St. died Thursday at his home after a long
illness.

He was born here, son of Carl H. and Emma Willis
Messenger, attended Westbrook and Gorham schools
and graduated from Gorham High School.

In 1943, he joined the Marine Corps and was a
paratrooper and demolition expert.

He returned here in 1946 and worked at his father’s
Westbrook Dairy. In 1951, his father died and Mr.
Messenger took over the business. In 1957, he sold the
dairy to Old Tavern Farms.

For several years he sold real estate and owned an
insurance company in Portland. He later was a machin-
ist at Nichols Portland for four years and retired because
of ill health. He also was briefly a driver for Hertz Rental
Cars.

He was a member of Stevens Avenue Congregational
Church in Portland and the Harmony Masonic Lodge,
where he was master in 1954. He was also a member of
the Scottish Rite Bodies.

Mr. Messenger a board member of the Hamlet
Tenant’s Association and recently received a distin-

, guished service award.

He was a member of the Mobile Home Association of
Maine and very active in the University of Southern
Maine Lifeline Program.

Surviving, besides his wife of 47 years, Jeanette “Jane”

| Flint Messenger, are a son, Bruce W. of Felton, Del; two
. daughters, Carole Messenger-Rioux of Gorham and
‘Linda J. Messenger of Brasstown, N.C; and five
\ grandchildren.
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Club Patriot’s Road Race in 1930.

Surviving are his wife of 58 years, Vi Greune
Messer of Bangor; a dnughter, Elaine lark of
Elm Neb.; a son, Ernest Messer of Ellsworth; a

H. Messer of South Portland; and m
dchildrenandeight at-grandchildren.
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WALTER A, MESSER

Wilater A. Messer, 81, of 70
Pleasant Ave., died last night
in a local hospital after a brief
illness.

He was for many years presi-

dent and treasurer of W. A,

- Messer & Co.,, manufacturers
of truck bodies, which he
formed here in 1897.

Mr. Messer was born at Har-
vey Station, N.B., Dec. 25,
1877, the son' of the late wil-
liam and Isabelle Speedy Mes-
ser. He attended New Bruns-

. wick schools,

He came to Hortland as a
young man and learned the
blacksmith business with
Fletcher & Crowell Co. Then
he formed W, A. Messer & Co.

Mr. Messer was a member of
the Second Parish Presbyterian
Church * which he served as
treasurer - for over 40.years;!
Portland Lodge AF&AM; and
Hadattah Lodge, IOOF.

$ His wife, the former Minnie
Peltmate, died last January,

Surviving are a son, John F.
Messer, Portland; daughters,
Mrs, Louise Cunningham, Port-
land, and Mrs. Marjorie Tre-
maine, Hull, Mass.; 13 grand-
children; 18 great-grandchil-
dren; a brot.her. Messer,
Harvey Station, B.; and
several nieces and ne

Funeral services will be held
at 2 pm. Saturday at 74§ Con-
gress St., the Rev. Herbert Du+

mont ofﬁcia.t.lnz Intermen
will be in Pine Grove Ceme
tery, Falmouth. o




