
Freemasonry   for
Genealogists 

   Freemasonry is the world’s oldest 
and largest fraternity. It has existed in 
its current form since 1717 although 
there are records of lodges back to 1596 
and earlier. Men of good character 
throughout the centuries have been 
attracted to it. Masonry does not solicit 
membership: your relative formed a 
positive opinion of the organization 
and petitioned for membership. He 
was investigated as to his morals and 
character and found at the time of his 
petition to be living a life consistent 
with the high purposes and aims of 
the organization, a behavior which he 
probably continued throughout his 
life. Today, there are about 3 million 
members worldwide, of which about 
1.3 million members are in the U.S.

   Freemasonry is neither a religion nor 
a substitute for it. It is not a mutual aid 
society although all Masons are sworn 
to help each other avoid bad behavior.  
There were some extracurricular ‘aid 
societies’ formed in some places.  

Masonry first came to Maine in 1762 
and at the creation of statehood, there 
were 31 lodges already formed here.

When researching one’s ancestors, 
many will encounter Masonic fam-
ily connections and wonder about 
the organization. This Fact Sheet is 
designed to explain and assist. It is 
primarily created for those seek-
ing information about Masonry in  
Maine. No one person speaks for 
Masonry except the Grand Master 
and then only during his term of of-
fice and in his own jurisdiction.

Masonic Genealogy Research 
in General

While Masonic records contain some 
information about members, it’s gener-
ally not of great help to a genealogical 
researcher. Date and sometimes place 
of birth will appear on the application 
for membership and in most cases, the 
records of the local lodge (and perhaps 
of the Grand Lodge of that jurisdiction) 
will have a notation of date of death. If 
a person had been particularly active, 
their name might appear in lodge min-
utes but most likely, such reference 
would be of little interest in genealog-
ical research unless one were writing 
a biography of the person. That a man 
was the Chairman of a Dinner-Dance 
committee or led a fund drive is infor-
mation generally only detailed genea-
logical researchers desire.

Because each grand lodge is sover-
eign, there is no way to search for 
information kept by all of the hun-
dreds of Grand Lodges throughout 
the world. Sadly, there is no ‘master 
repository’ of Masonic membership 
records or data.
(Continued on Page 2)

The Grand Lodge of Maine is located at 
1007 Main Road, Holden at the corner 
of Rt. 1A and Rt. 46. Leaving Boston, 
head north on Interstate 95, take the 
exit in Bangor leading to Bar Harbor. 
We’re at the first traffic light you’ll come 
to. Office Hours are 8:30-4:30 M-F and 
at other times by appointment.

Masonic Bodies & Their Descriptions
LODGE / Blue Lodge / Craft Lodge 

The basic body of Freemasonry which has three degrees: Entered Apprentice (EA), Fel-
lowcraft (FC) and Master Mason (MM). A man is never ‘higher’ in Masonry than when he 

achieves the Master Mason Degree. There are currently 185 Lodges in Maine.
GRAND LODGE (GL - now often shown as GLXX with XX being the state abbreviation as in 

GLME but this styling is only from the late 20th Century).
- The governing body of a jurisdiction, it exercises authority over all Masons therein.

SCOTTISH RITE - An appendant body which has degrees numbered from 4 through 32 
with a 33rd Degree given for exceptional service. (A 330 Scottish Rite Mason has no power 

or authority over Blue Lodge Masonry in most parts of the world.)
YORK RITE - An appendant group of bodies including the HOLY ROYAL ARCH (Chap-

ter), CRYPTIC MASONRY (Council) and KNIGHTS TEMPLAR (Commandery). 
There are multiple degrees in each of these bodies.

SHRINE - Another appendant body - “The Playground of Masonry”. 
One must be a Master Mason and maintain lodge membership to be a member of any of the above.

EASTERN STAR - OES - A (primarily) American organization for the female relatives of 
Masons. Applicants are asked to provide evidence of a relative’s membership, often satisfied 

by the local Secretary contacting the Grand Lodge to confirm.

Common Masonic Terminology
Master ~ The head of a lodge

Styled: “Worshipful” - Wor. / WM
Once held, this honorific is retained for life 
unless superceeded by a more senior title.

Chaplain ~ Leads the lodge’s devotions
Abbrev. - Chap.

Marshal (Sometimes spelled Marshall) ~ 
Leads processions. Abbrev. - Mar.

District Deputy Grand Master ~ (DDGM)
The GM’s personal representative for an area

Styled: “Right Worshipful” - RW / Rt.Wor.
Grand Master ~ The head of a jurisdiction

Styled: “Most Worshipful” - MW/ GM
Communication ~ A called lodge meeting

Meetings can be either stated (as specified in 
the by-laws) or special (called by the Master for 

the purpose of degrees or other business)
Moon Lodge ~ A lodge which meets on a 
specified night relative to the full moon.



“Grandpa was a Grand Master....”
     It’s highly unlikely but not impossible. Grand Masters are heads of their jurisdiction 
(state/province/country) and are elected to serve, generally for one or two 1 year terms 
(in Massachusetts, it’s 3 but they’re the exception). Lists of Past Grand Masters are now 
generally found on Grand Lodge websites. If the term ‘Master’ is found in your research, 
this refers to the head of a local lodge. He would have been given the honorific of “Wor-
shipful” and would have served in this capacity after rising through the officer ranks for 
several years. Lodge Masters normally serve for a one year term but may be 
elected to serve more than one term, sometimes not sequentially. 

(Continued from Page 1)
Masonic records are not necessarily a primary source. In the 1700s and 
1800s, individual lodges did not provide full membership information to the 
Grand Lodges of their respective states (for the US) or jurisdictions. Grand 
Lodges are not staffed to handle genealogical questions. Inquiry made to the 
Grand Lodge in which the ancestor was a member may produce the name and 
address of the appropriate Lodge Secretary when such contact is being made 
from outside the area. If you’re nearby the lodge in question, the Secretary’s 
name can often be found on the lodge door or nearby.

It is usually preferable to inquire with the particular lodge in which the 
member was affiliated. However, the inquiry would go to a Lodge Secretary 
who is an unpaid volunteer, often elderly and rarely a genealogist, with little 
time or means for extensive research. As a result, such inquiries don’t always 
receive a prompt response. Sometimes older records may be secured in a bank 
vault or they may have been destroyed by fire, water damage, or some other 
catastrophe. Because of this, information from Masonic sources will likely be 
slow in arriving or may be totally unavailable. 

You can find a list of many Grand Lodges worldwide along with links to their 
home pages on the web at www.masonicinfo.com/grandlodges.htm  These 
addresses may help BUT what’s very important to remember is that neither 
Masonic Lodges nor their Grand Lodges are in ‘the business of’ genealogical 
research. Such data as would be useful to genealogical researchers (marriage 
dates, maiden name of spouse, children’s names, etc) are not types of data 
kept by a lodge or Grand Lodge. If the member’s original petition (or a 
‘membership card’ or ledger) is locatable, there may be information to include 
birthdate, occupation and residence at the time of joining - information you 
may already have from a census record.

Good luck with YOUR family tree!

Above: Josiah Hayden Drummond, a Grand Master of 
the Grand Lodge of Maine. He was also State Secretary 

for the Sons of the American Revolution.

31 Lodges in Maine prior to 1820

Portland ~ March 20, 1762
East Machias ~ September 10, 1778

Wiscasset ~ June 1, 1792
Castine ~ June 9, 1794

Hallowell ~ March 14, 1796
Camden ~ March 10, 1801

Eastport ~ June 8, 1801
Brunswick ~ December 14, 1801

Saco ~ June 14, 1802
Bangor ~ September 13, 1802

Freyburg ~ June 13, 1803
New Gloucester ~ June 13, 1803

Bridgton ~ March 12, 1804
Bath ~ September 10, 1804

Thomaston ~ September 10, 1805
Warren ~ March 10, 1806
Portland ~ June 10, 1806

Norway ~ September 14, 1807
Bucksport ~ March 14, 1809
East Wilton ~ June 13, 1809
Livermore ~ June 13, 1811

Kennebunk ~ March 9, 1813
Freeport ~ September 13, 1814

Belfast ~ September 9, 1816
Winthrop ~ September 8, 1817

Bowdoinham ~ June 9, 1817
Limington ~ September 9, 1818

North Anson ~ December 9, 1818
Auburn ~ December 9, 1818

Rumford Corner ~ March 10, 1819
Union ~ December 27, 1819

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
No.1~Portland consolidated with Anicient 

Land-Mark No. 17 and Atlantic No.81, August 
7, 1981, which became Triangle No. 1.

No.6~Petitioned for under the name “Federal”
No.11~Originally “Pequawket” U.D., Charter 
restored in 1865, after no meetings since 1830.

No.17~Ancient Land-Mark consolidated 
with Portland No. 1 and Atlantic No. 81, Au-
gust 7, 1981, which becomes Triangle No. 1.
No.24~Phoenix consolidated with No.126 
Timothy Chase, January 14, 1991 which 

becomes Belfast #24.
No.29~Removed from Lewiston to Auburn, 

1971.

Masonic lodges in Maine and elsewhere are numbered, based on their seniority. 
The singular exception is Massachusetts which does not number their lodges.
Prior to 1820, Lodges in Maine were not numbered but in the 1830s, numbers 

were added, based on the lodge’s previous age.
In some jurisdictions (not Maine), a ‘special number’ may be assigned to a lodge named to honor 

a particular event, such as New Hampshire’s William Pitt Tavern Lodge #1789 in Portsmouth.

Local lodges are chartered by and ‘overseen’ by the state/province Grand Lodge which 
has a nearly similar set of officers, styled “Grand”, i.e., a local lodge has a Senior Warden 
as its second highest officer as its head; the Grand Lodge has a Grand Senior Warden, but 
at the Grand Lodge level, he’s the third ranking officer, there being a Deputy Grand Mas-
ter in addition. As a genealogist, you may find the abbreviation of RW - Right Worship-
ful - in your searches. This indicates that the individual had served at the Grand Lodge 
level in some capacity and he would certainly be listed in the Annual Proceedings of the 

Grand Lodge. Only the more senior Grand Lodge officers receive this styling. 



The emblem of Freemasonry is the Square and Compasses (sometimes 
referred to as the Square and Compass or S&C). This may or may not be 
represented with the letter “G” in the middle which alludes to Geometry as 
well as Diety. While some jurisdictions have attempted to obtain copyright 
protection, because of the age of the symbol, enforcement is usually fruitless. 
You’ll see this emblem and many variations online.

When doing cemetary research, you may encounter Masonic emblems on an ancestor’s grave marker. Masons, perhaps more than any 
other group, have been proud to record their membership in the fraternity for all ages. Some men were quite active in Masonry’s ‘appen-

dant bodies’ and included that membership on their markers as well (or instead of - since membership in those entities was predicated on 
being a Mason in good standing). Most such emblems are readily understood by non-Members but a few are very circumspect.

Some Important Facts about Freemasonry
Freemasonry in Maine currently has over 20,000 members

During periods when fraternalism was very much in vogue in the US, its annual membership was in excess of 60,000
Historically and through today, there are more Masons per capita in Maine than anywhere else in the US

William King, served simultaneously as Maine’s first Governor and the Grand Lodge of Maine’s first Grand Master
One of the first acts of the Maine Legislature was to incorporate the Grand Lodge of Masons in Maine (June 16, 1820)
Maine’s roll of Masons includes many of those whose names are familiar, from Joshua Chamberlain to Harold Alfond

Some other facts:
There is no discussion of either politics or religion in lodge. To do so subjects the member to expulsion.

Freemasonry currently spends over $2,000,000 per day on charitable causes including hospitals, scholarships and more. 
Men from all walks of life become Masons. The belief that one must ‘be rich’ to join is false. However, because Masons 
are so deeply committed to charity, some assume them to be wealthy simply because of their generosity to strangers.

There is no ‘religious test’ of any kind for membership. All that is required is a belief in a “Supreme Being” -
but the definition is up to the individual himself. For full inclusion, Masons in Lodge refer to the “Supreme Architect”.

Addressing Some Misconceptions....
The term “Supreme Architect” does not refer to a “Masonic God” but is simply a term incorporating the beliefs of all 

present in the lodge. Freemasonry has nothing to do with satanism or the devil in any way, shape or form. Period!
Those joining Masonry do so of their own free will and accord - and must pass a unanimous ballot of the lodge.

A man can leave Masonry at any time by requesting a ‘demit’.
Masonry has a complete set of laws, rules and regulations but it never superceedes the civil law.
More misconceptions are addressed at www.masonicinfo.com, the private website of Ed King.

IdentIFyIng masonIc connectIons



This FactSheet was created by Edward L. King, Grand Librarian of the Grand Lodge of Maine,  
Ancient Free & Accepted Masons for the use of the Penobscot Genealogical Society and others.

The Grand Lodge Library & Museum is funded by the Maine Masonic Charitable Foundation, a 501(c)3 Charity.
Freemasonry practiced outside of the United States may be somewhat different; please ask if you need information on foreign jurisdictions.

You may send questions or comments to Ed by email: grandlibrarian@mainemason.org
         Our website is www.mainemason.org   Follow us on Facebook & Twitter too.          © GLME  Jan , 2014 ~ V 01   

FOR DETAILED REFERENCE:
Perhaps the singlular best 
reference work relating to 
Masonry is “Coil’s Mason-
ic Encyclopedia”, (ISBN: 
9780880530545). Note: 
This is the Allen Roberts 
edition and is the most 
current. Don’t buy earlier 
editions! Easily read, it 
provides detail on all aspects of Masonic 
history and organization.  
FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS: 

While there are a 
number of websites 
to help identify fra-
ternal groups, some-
times they’re difficult 
to navigate or incom-
plete.  “Fraternally 
Yours: Identifying 
Fraternal Groups 
and Their Emblems” 

is a well-written book, worthwhile for the 
genealogical researcher.
WHAT ABOUT ROSSLYN?:
Long story short: there is 
essentially no connection. 
Read “The Rosslyn Hoax?” 
by Robert L. D. Cooper, 
Curator of the Grand 
Lodge of Scotland Library 
and Museum for the facts! 
This book also debunks 
some of the imagined history supposedly 
linking Masonic descent to the Knigts 
Templars.
THE BEST BOOK ABOUT MASONRY:
No single book has, so far, told the full, 
complete, and accurate story about the or-
ganization. Well over three hundred years 
of history, a world-wide membership and 
a lot of speculation, such a work would be 
impossible. However, depending on your 
specific interest, some books are far better 
than others. The Grand Lodge Librarian 
is always able to help you find something 
that’s appropriate to your specific interest. 
Just ask....
A NEW WEBSITE OF INTEREST
At www.masonicgenealogy.com, the 
Grand Historian of the GL of Mass. is 
compiling some great Masonic records for 
New England. Check it out! 

What’s Available for Genealogical Research
at the Grand Lodge of Maine

There are 3x5” cards which contain information on (almost) everyone who 
was a Mason during the period from 1820 through 1990. For privacy reasons, 
we cannot release information on those who might be living. These cards are, 
regrettably, not uniform in the detail they contain. There is a place for mem-
ber’s name (sometimes it includes 
the middle name), the lodge name 
and joining dates (usually including 
the dates of his three degrees), and 
sometimes dates of birth and death. 
If the member’s membership was 
terminated due to non-payment of 
dues or some other reason, that in-
formation is noted as well. (As men 
became older, sometimes they or their relatives failed to make payments and, 
unfortunately, would lose contact witht the lodge. In Freemasonry, when one 
stops paying their dues, their membership is terminated.) 

In addition, we have the Annual Proceedings of the Grand Lodge Communi-
cations, a report of the various meetings called by the Grand Master as well as  
the Annual meeting since the first in 1820.

There are also sketches or pictures of all the Past Grand Masters of Maine, 
annual returns of each lodge (which has only a listing of new and deceased 
members during that year and would likely not have additional information 
beyond that noted on the cards), a some histories written about the lodge. 
Lodge histories are created by those assigned to the task by the Lodge Master 
and vary greatly in length, detail and quality. In the vast majority of cases, 
they consist only of a recitation of the dates of meetings along with members 
received and died.

In summary, the records of the Grand Lodge would be helpful for those who 
want to validate a relative’s Masonic membership but are generally supplemen-
tal in nature rather than primary.

We also have a computer available for public use during our working hours 
along with a wide variety of books relating to genealogical research including 
those specific to genealogy 
software, and tracing one’s 
roots as well as historiogra-
phy of Maine and the North 
Atlantic region to enhance an 
understanding of the life and 
times of one’s ancestors. Most 
books may be borrowed by 
the public for up to 30 days. 
If you think there’s a book we 
should add, let us know and 
we’ll be glad to consider it!


