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Donald Nelson Coombs, 80,

died Dec. 2, 1994, at a Bangor

e hospital. Born Oct. 22, 1914,

;§ at Stonington, where he
© ™= lived until his death, he
was the son of Ernest E. and
Winifred S. (Murphy) Coombs.
He served in the U.S. Army, B

Company, 803rd Engineer Battal-*

ion for five years of which three |

and a half years were as a POW
in the Philippine Islands and
Japan. After World War II he
served as postmaster at Stoning-
ton for 27 years from 1947 to.1974.

He was a 5@-year member of

Marine Lodge AF&AM of Deer

Isle and was a life member of the
DAV and the American Defend-
ers of Bataan and Corregidor.
He is survived by his sons,
John and Daniel Coombs, both of
Stonington; two daughters, Susan
Erna Coombs of South Portland,
Ruth Ann Hardy of Deer Isle;
five grandchildren, Marcie,

Derek; two sisters, Georgia Van-

| Matthew, Elizabeth, Samuel, and

geli of Stonington, Constance
Faircloth of Dawson, Ga.; one

sister-in-law, Pauline Coombs of
Stonington; two aunts, Dorothy
Judkins of Stonington, Evelyn

Powers of Warren; a special .

cousin Charles “Del” Bowen oi
Blue Hill; several nephews,
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'BATH — Edward V. Coombs, 85, died Tuesday in a
local hospital.

He was born here, the son of Fred M. and Clara
(Fisher) Coombs. He was educated in Bath schools and
graduated from Bath (Morse) High School in 1913.

Mr. Coombs was an assistant engineer with the Hyde
Windlass Plant in Bath. He was responsible for designing
steering gears and windlasses for ships before retiring
after more than 30 years of service in 1950,

He was a member of the United Methodist Church, the
Solar Lodge 14 for more than 50 years, the Genesta
Chapter of the order of the Eastern Star and the Maine
Professional Engineers.

Mr. Coombs also was a corporator with the Bath Sav-
ings Institution, a past president of the Bath High School
Alumni Association and a committee member with the
Society of Naval Architects and Marine Engineers.

He is survived by a son, John W. Coombs of Bath; a
daughter, Mrs. Ruth Lunt of Freeport; and four grand- «
children. ¢
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ceased by his wife,
Winifred (Murphy) Coombs.
He is survived by two
daughters, Mrs. Richcrd
(Georgia) Vengeli of Strat-

ton and Mrs. Winston (Con-

stance) Faircloth of
Albony, Ga.: two sons,
Donald and Clorence, both

- of Stonington; 10 grand-

children, 15 great-grand-
1 ‘:'..‘Th m M

Brogdon _Funeral Home,
Stonington. Spring burial
will be in Greenwood Cem-
etery, Stonington. Friends
may call at the funeral |
home 2-4 ond 7-9 p.m. Sat--
urday with a Masonic ser-
vice at :‘.” pm. ﬁﬂonds

ma s in
:::Ymmory to the Island

Nursing Home or the Me-
morial Ambulance Corps.
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FREDERICK S. COOMBS

BANGOR - Frederick S. Coombs,
71, husband of Alice (Shedd) Coombs,
died April 1, 1994, at a Bangor hospi-
tal. He was born Nov. 16, 1922, in
Mattawamkeag, the son of Warren
and Lottie (Shannon) Coombs. A
World War Il U.S. Army veteran, he
had been employed as a carpenter-
/millwright by the Carpenters and
Millwrights of America Union Local
No. 621 of Brewer. He was a member
of Pine Tree Lodge No. 172 AF.&
A.M. of Mattawamkeag. Surviving, in
addition to his wife, are his daugh-
ters, Carol Joy Wells of Topsham,
Peggy Joy Thornton of Wisconson
Rapids, Wis., Marie Coombs Trudel of
Hampden, Kelly Coombs Piazza of
Toano, Va.; his grandchildren, Daniel
Wells, Andrew Wells, Scott Thornton,
Abby Thornton, Nicole Trudel, Chad
Trudel, Kathryn Trudel, Chelsea Piaz-
za and Samantha Piazza; his brothers,
Woodrow Coombs and George
Coombs, both of Mattawamkeag;
‘ many nieces and nephews. He was
| predeceased by his parents, five sis-
ters, three brothers. Services will be
| held 2 p.m. Tuesday, April 5, 1994, at
Brookings-Smith, 133 Center St., Ban-
gor. Spring interment will be ‘in
Mul:\fuwamkeog Ceme‘ery,
Mattawamkeag. Gifts in his memory
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Waldoboro, Nov, 21—Dr, George
Holden Coombs, 85, widely-known
physician and a member of the
Maine State Bureau of Health
for several years, died late Satur-
d_ay at the Miles Memorial Hos-
pital, Damariscotta, following an
illness of a few days.

Doctor Coombs wag born at
Brunswick Jan. 7, 1863, the son
fof David E. and Annie Lee
Coombs. He was graduated from
the medical department of New
York University in 1886, serving
his internship in Bellevue Hos-
pital. He began the practice of
medicine at Brunswick in 1888,
in 1890 hs was located in Toledo,
0., and the following year he
came to Waldoboro.

_Here he continued his work
‘until 1920, when he became epi-
demiologist of the Social Hygiene
‘Division, Department of Health.
He was made director of the Bu-
reau of Health in 1032 serving
Seven, years, after which he re-
turned to private practice here. |

As a country doctor he traveled

on foot, by snowshoes, horse and
buggy, motor boat and automo-
bile to reach patients throughout
Lincoln County and on islands
off the coast.
- _He was a member of .the Knox
County, Maine, and American
Medical Associations. He had been
vice president and president of
the Maine group. He was an hon-
orary life member of the Confer-
ence of State and Provincial
Health Authorities of North Amer=-
ica. i

Three years ago he was honored
by Congress with a certificate of
merit and selective service medal.
He also held a 50-year medal with
ten-year bar of the Maine Medi-
cal Association, indicating 60-
years of medical service.

He was affiliated with King
Solomon’s Liodge of Mason, Waldo-
boro, from which he received the
50-year medal, and with the
Knights of Pythias at Brunswiclk.,

Doctor Coombs was twice mar-
ried. His first wife, Gertrude F.
Millett, died in 1928. Later he
married Elizabeth E. Fossett of
this town. Surviving are his wid-
ow; a daughter by the first mar-
riage, Mrs, Parker B. Stinson,
Augusta; a sister, Miss Jeannette
Coombs, West Bowdoin, and two
nieces, Miss Mary Coombs, New
York City, and Mrs. George
Moore, Marlboro, Mass.

Funeral services will be held at
the home on Main Street at 2
. m. Tuesday. The Rev, Chester
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- BAILEY ISLAND — Hermg
Coombs, 75, a self-employed con-
tractor, died Friday, Nov. 7, on Orr’s
Island.

Bornin Brunswick, Aug. 3,1911, he-

was a son of George and Harriet Davis
Coombs. He attended Brunswick
schools.

On Sept. 22, 1939, he married
Louise Murray on Orr’s Island. She
died in 1981.

Owner of Herman Coombs, Gen-
eral Contracting Co., he retired in

1948. Hewas alsoa for%er fisherman
He was a mem

No. 8, F&AM. !

Surviving him are two sons, Wil-
liam M. Coombs of Bailey Island and
Herman Leo Coombs of Orr’s Island;
two brothers. Edward Coombs of

Yuma, Ariz., and George CoomblT

Bath; two sisters, Flora Freeman of
Bath and Evelyn Rush of Brunswick;
and six grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held
Tuesday at 11 a.m., at the Bailey
Island Union Church with the Rev.
Vicki Woods officiating. Burial will
be in Bailey Island Cemetery. Ar-
rangements are by Brackett Funeral
Home, 29 Federal St., Brunswick.

Contributions may be made to
Bailey and Orr’s Island Fire De-
partment, in care of John Chiquoine,
Orr’s Island 04066, or to Bailey Island
Union Church, The Louise Coombs
Memorial Fund, in care of Harold
Dayton, Bailey Island 04003.
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Herman F. Coombs
union official, lifelong sportsman

BATH — Herman F. Coombs, 80, a former union
official and a lifelong sportsman, of 37 Meadow Way, died
Monday at Mid-Coast Hospital, Brunswick, after a short
illness.

Mr. Coombs was a national representative for 22 years
of the International Union of Machinists and Steel-
workers Association, AFL-CIO, and helped to organ-

ize several labor unions

in Maine
sl
Each day the Press a tinsmith for Bath Iron
Herald selects one Works, and in about 1945

: helped organize the
obituary and seeks to Independent Union at

learn more about the BIW. He was a shop |
life of a person who steward and union presi-
has lived and worked dent for several years at
in Southern Maine. We BIW. He later became
look for a person who the national representa-
has made a mark on :‘x’ne in Mg‘lél; fct’:' thot'i_‘
the community or the erican Federaton (
person’s family and Labor, which merged in

: i : 1955 with the Congress
circle of friends in of Induatniaiy

small but lasting ways. Organizations.

— As AFL-CIO national
ronracantativa he wac
Born on Isle Au Haut, a son of George and May Jareny

Coombs, he grew up on the island and graduated from

Stonington High School.

In the 1930s he was a mate on some large pleasure
yachts, working for his uncle, Capt. Albert Coombs.
' While in port at Glen Cove, Long Island, N.Y., he met
. Ellen Rogers, and they were married in 1934. Mrs.
. Coombs died in 1990.

' Mr. Coombs was a member of Grace Episcopal '
Church and a life member of the Bath Elks and Polar
Star Lodge of Masons.

Surviving are his two sons, George of Manchester and
Robert of Bowdoin; three sisters, Evelyn Morse, Hazel
Tardiff and Barbara Temple, all of Bath; and two
grandchildren.
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Mr. Coombs, a native of Bangor,
was born March 29, 1866. He was
the son of George W. and PEmily |
Bradeen Coombs, |

He wla a J of Harwood
Lodge, F. & M. of Mnchiu where |
he conducted a qlothlng store for m- *
eral years, and of Tona Chapter, O, E
8., of Portland,
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"~ BRISTOL — Kenneth Brown
Coombs. 91, a former headmaster
-at North Yarmouth Academy, died
EA at the Jane Veterans
ugusta. ~3-/9
. He was born at Lisbon l-fa?’ Is, a
son of Ernest Edgar and Florence
Ellen Brown Coombs, and gradu-
ated from Edward Little High
(Gemisley dogroe 1o 1920, From
em egree m
{Bowdoin Colle
Mr. Coombs was a science
er at Waterville Junior High
School for many years.
He worked at the South Portland
thpyards during World War I1.
' After the war he counseled
returning veterans in Portland and

fope
e was headmaster at North
Yarmouth Academy for several
years before retiring to Bristol.
He was a World War I veteran.
He was a member of the Bristol
Lions Club, the Bristol Lodge of
‘Masons and the Round Pond Meth-
;odist Healsoservedasatmstaool
'the Bristol Area Lib
+  His wife, Irma H. Emersor
Coombs, died in 1976.
Survi are two sons, Kenneth
E of Bristol and Ernest A. of Pick:
tfn Ontario; a twin brother,
C. of Auburn; two grandchil-
,dnn andagmat-gmnddau ter.
. A memorial service will be held
‘[ - 2 p.m. Feb. 27 in Round Pond
Church, Arrangement
are by Strong Funeral Home
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BATH — LaForest G. Coombs, 83,
of 36 Drayton Road, died Monday,
,Feb 23, at a Brunswick Nursing
Home He was a longtime amployee

Annie Card Coombs. He moved to
Bath as a child and attended local
schools, graduating from Morse High
School in 1918.

In 1930 he married Beatrice L.
Freeman.

Mr. Coombs retired in 1965, after
working 43 years as a design engineer

at Hvde Windlass.
He was a member of Corliss Street

Baptist Church, Solar Lodge of Ma-

anne Raoath Marina Drafteman’s Aa.

sociation and West Bath Grange.
Surviving him besides his wife of

Bath, are a daughter, Beverly A. Dyer

of Bath; two sons, Donald R. Coombs

of Brunswick and Daniel L. Coombs

of Auburn; a brother, Lloyd F.
Coombs of Bath; six grandchildren;
13 great-grandchildren; and two ne-
phews. ;

A graveside service will be held in
the spring.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Morse High School
Scholarship Fund, in care of Stephen
Singer, Morse High School, 826 High
St., Bath 04530.

Arrangements are by the David E.
Desmond Funeral Home, 638 High
St.
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BOOTHBAY HARBUR —
Percy W. Coombs, 86, died
Friday at a local hoppital after
along illness.

He was born here. son of
Isaac and Elizabeth Matthews
Coombs.

Mr. Coombs was employed
for many years in the electri-
cal power industry, servin
33 years with the Centra
Maine Power Co. He retired
in 1957 as district manager in
Boothbay Harbor.

He was first married to
Mary A. Prendiville. Follow-
ing her death, he married
Martha R. Redfield of Doyles-
town, Pa.

He was a member and past
priest of the Masons and a
former member of the Rotary
Club. In 1966, he received the
Lifetime Service Award from
the Boothbay Harbor Rotary
Club in recognition of quiet,
unassumming and devoted
service to his church, commu-
nity and region.

Besides his wife, he is sur-
vived by two sons, Edmund L.
of Brunswick and Percy H. of
Portland; three stepsons,
Thomas H., Edward W. II and
David P. Redl‘ield 13 grand-
children and 11 great-grand-
children.

A memorial service will be

held at 3
B

ngrega-

p.m. Oct. 29 at the
oothbay Harbor Co
the Rev.

Church,

tional

Walter Eastwood officiating,
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Ralph 1. Coombs

GARDINER — Ralph I. Coombs,
94, of 33 Mount Vernon St. died
June 14, 1988, at the Kennebec

|Valley Medical Center, Gardiner
‘Division.

He was born in Gardiner, May 8,
1894, the son of Irving H. and Lucy
Ames Coombs.

A graduate of Gardiner H]gh
School, Mr. Coombs was an Army
veteran of World War I.

He was a bookkeeper for, many
years for the R.P. Hazzard Shoe
Co. ?

He was a member of Hermon
Lodge, AF&AM, and Smith-Wiley
Post, American Legion, both of
Gardmer

Friends may cal] today from 3-4'
p.m. at Amesbury-White Funeral
Home, 39 Washington Ave., Gar-
diner, where a funeral service will
be held at 1 p.m. Thursday.
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OGUNQUIT - Raymond F. “Bobby” Coombs, 83, a
longtime Williams College baseball coach and a former
pitcher for the then-Philadelphia Athletics, died Monday
at his Route 1 home after a brief illness.

Mr. Coombs coached 28 years for the Williams
baseball team in Williamstown, Mass., retiring in 1974.

The baseball field there is named in his honor.

Ld-2/-/52/

[ Each day the newspaper
selects one obituary
and secks 10 leam
more about the life of a
person who has lived
and worked in
southern Maine. We
look for a person who
has made a mark on
the community or the
person’s family and
circle of friends in
small bur lasting ways.

He played college
baseball and pitched in
Triple A professional
baseball for many years.
While playing for Duke
University, he was voted
All-Southern and All-
American for three

. From there, he
signed with the Philadel
phia Athletics — now the
Oakland Athletics,
where he pitched the
1933 season.

During World War II,
Mr. Coombs served in
the Navy and played for
the Bill Dickey All Stars,

which consisted of many
famous ballplayers.

«He faced Ted Williams once,” said his son, Raymond
Coombs Jr. “He said he threw him an awful spitter and
struck him out.

DUIT U Lytkan, asot O EITesy F . ana winne Gordon
Coombs, he graduated from Kennebunk High School,
Exeter (N.H) Academy in 1929, and from Duke in 1933.

i
:
.
g
:

don't often get a guy 5Hoot8 playing basketball for

;

Mr. Coombs was a member of Little Falls Baptist
Church, South Windham. He attended Ogunquit Baptist
Church and was member of the New York Giants Alumni
Association and the Masons of Wells.

Since 1947, he operated a private charter fishing ,
“?e&h”mmhngt:eﬁm?ueratmm i

urviving are his i 61 years, Agatha H. “Gath”
Coombs of Ogunquit; a son, Raymond F. Jr. of Salem,
N.Y.; two sisters, Ola Maguire and Pauline Coombs, hoth
of Kennebunk; and two grandchildren.
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Graveside services will be held
Saturday at 2 p.m. at the East
‘Northport Cemetery  in
Northport, for Richard W.
M th(ssrreg’dgceA o

a ug.17.

He was born in Auburn, Nov.
29, 1918, the son of Augustus
Perry -*and Msy (Hassen)
Coombs.

For many yeluheworkedasa
carpenter. He was a member of
Excellior Bodge of Masons at

He is lurvwed by tWo sons,
Richard Jr. and Clifford, both of
Northport; three daughters, Ann,
Rideout of Hampden, Fay George
of Bucksport, Judy Bishop of
Wa’tmﬂle, one half-sister,
Roberta  Bronowitz of

t_icut; seven grandchild-
ren, two great-grandchnldren,
three nieces and a cousin.

‘Arrang u- wer&maﬂg‘by
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Robert Everett Coombs
motor carrier inspector, auditor

Robert Everett Coombs, 57, of 42 Sumac St. died
Monday in a local hospital.

He was born in Augusta, a son of Richard C. and Selva
Spencer Coombs, attended Augusta schools and was a
graduate of Cony High School in 1954.

Mr. Coombs was a medic in the Air Force from 1954 to
1958.

He attended the former Portland University and the
University of Maine in Orono, graduating with a bachelor
of science degree in education in 1963.

Mr. Coombs worked for 10 years as an auditor for the
former Maine National Bank. He was currenuy
employed by the state of Maine as a motor carrier
inspector.

He was a member of Triangle Lodge of Masons.

Surviving are his wife of 32 years, Sylvia Erickson
Coombs of Portland; two daughters, Robyn Lee Coombs
and Senja Jean Coombs, and a son, Robert D, all of -
Portland; his mother, Selva C. Dow of Portland; a sister,
Mrs. Selva Lavigne of South Portland; and a brother,
Richard S. of Bridgton.

A funeral will be held at 10 am. Wednesday at Jones,
Rich & Hutchins Funeral Home, 189 Woodford St. The
Rev. MarkMonsonAlleywﬂloﬁaah Burial will follow in

_Evergreen Cemetery.
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BUCKSPORT — Urbah Harry
Coombs, 83, died Feb. 5, 1992, at a
Blue Hill health-care facility. He was
born in Bucksport, May 24, 1908, the
son of Aaron and Bernice (Haynes)
Coombs. Mr. Coombs was past mas-
ter of the Felicity Lodge No. 19 AF &
AM, past high priest of the Hancock
Royal Arch Chapter, both of Buck-
sport. He is survived by two sons,
Warren and his wife, Connie Coombs
of Bucksport, Urban and his wife,
Marion Coombs Jr. of Sanford; four
stepdaughters, Charlene Rocheleau
of Leominster, Mass., Doris Stover
and Michelle Burgess, both of Buck-
sport, Amanda Watkins of Oakland,
N.J.; four stepsons, Bruce Howard of
Morrill, Darrel Howard, Stuart How-
ard and Theron Howard, all of Buck-
sport; many grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, several nieces and
nephews. He was predeceased by his
wife, Phyllis O. Coombs on Nov. 21,
1991; one son, Bruce Coombs; one
stepson, Steven Howard; one sister,
Shirley Conners. Friends may call 2-5
p.m. Friday at Mitchell-Tweedie Fu-
neral Home, Bucksport, where funer-
al services will be held 1 p.m. Satur-
day with the Rev. Robert Murchie
officiating. Spring interment will be in
Hillside Cemetery. Donations may be
made in his memory to the American
Heart Association, Maine Affiliate,
P.O. Box 346, Augusta, Me, 04332-
0346.
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STONINGTON — Walter W‘
Coombs, 92, died July 21, 1989
local hospital. He was bom’J. :
1897, at Stonington, the son of James
and Georgia (Hamilton) Cmm'&st l:g
‘was a member of the United
'ist Church of Stonington. He was a 70-
year member of Marine Lodge No.
122 AF & AM of Deer Isle, and a mem-
ber of Joshua Davis Lodge No.. Jd
IOOF of Stonington. For over 50
years, he worked for the Deer Isle
Granite Corp. He is survived by his
wite of 68 years, Georgia (Gross)
Coombs of Stonington; one’daughter,
Mary Mixer of Stonington; two grand-
children, Roymond Mixer of Yarmouth
‘and, Genice Billings of Deer Isle; one
great-grandson, Jason Billings of
Deer Isle; several nieces, nephews
and cousins. Friends may visit 2-4 and

- 7-9 p.m. Saturday at the Bragdon-Kel-
ley Funeral Home, Main Street, Sto-
nington, where funeral services &H
|be held 2 p.m. Sunday, July 23, 1989,
‘with the Rev. Gary Vencill and the
{Rev. Millar Thornton officiating. Inter-
‘ment will be in Greenwood e-
tery, Stonington. Contributions
be made in Walter's memory fo the
Island Nursing Home, Deer Isle: or to
the ' Island Medical Center,
Stonington. :
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TOPSHAM — William (Bill)
Coombs, 67, of 17 Tedford Road, former
superintendent of buildings and
grounds at Bowdoin College, died Tues-

ay at his home. — e
‘ € WwWas. | ' '
born  in
Brunafwick. a
son of Geor
¥, anfogl_asng:
riett Davis
Coombs, and
attended
Brunswick
schools.

He married
the former
Dorothy
Atkins in
Toa:ham in April, 1935.

had been employed by Bowdoin
Ci:olhege from 1936 to 1976, when he re-
tired.

He was a member of United Lodge
No. 8 of Brunswick and the Dirigo
Grange of Topsham,

He is survived by his wife of Top-
sham; two daughters, Patricia Hackett
of Brunswick and Barbara Bushelman
of Erie, Pa.; three brothers, Edward
Coombs of Yuma, Ariz., Herman
Coombs of Bailey Island and George
Coombs Jr., of Bath; three sisters, Flora
Freeman of Bath, Evelyn Rush of
Brunswick and Dorothy Goodwin of
Newport, R.I. ;

A memorial service will be held at 2

.m. Thursday at Bowdoin College

hapel, Brunswick.
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Claude W. Cooper Jr.
retired warehouse supervisor

AUGUSTA - Claude W. Cooper Jr., 66, of Caswell
Street died Tuesday at his home after a long illness.

He was born at Togus in Chelsea, a son of Claude W.
and Olive Walker Cooper.

Before his retirement in 1993, Mr. Cooper was
employed at O’Connor Motors for 10 years. He was
previously a warehouse supervisor for Associated Gro-
cers for 25 years.

. He was a life member of the Elks, a member of
Chelsea Advent Christian Church, the American Associ-
ation of Retired Persons, Augusta Masonic Lodge and

several other Masonic organizations.
His wife, Joyce Busque Cooper, died Nov 4, 1995.
Survivors include two sons, Gary E. and Charles L.,
both of Augusta; a brother, Thurlow of Falmouth; a
sister, Patricia Clark of Belfast; and three
ildren.

A funeral will be held at 10 am. Friday at Plummer
Funeral Home, 16 Pleasant St. Burial will follow in
Mount Hope Cemetery.
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