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'Maine’s Oldest
Mason Dies At 97 -

Auburn, Feb. 23. (AP) — Edwin

R. Cobb, 97, believed to be the

! oldest member of the Masons in

* Maine, died here Thursday night.

' Cobb had been a Mason for 70
years.

He was a native of Columbia
' Falls.

Formerly a teacher, Cobb later
.engaged in the building trades on
the West Coast, returning to
Maine in 1926,

He was a mason for more than
70 years. He first joined Tyrean

Y

Lodge F. and A. M. at Mechanic|-

Falls. He received the Veteran's

iMedal from the Grand Lodge of

Maine in 1935, dated 1881-1935.
Only survivors are nephews,

a L. and Lester B. Shackford|!
‘of Auubrn, and a niece Mrs. Ma-|.

rie Hubbard of Monmouth.
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‘| was born Feb. 3, 1874, son of Reu-|

Jwith his parents at an early age

T opme oy

‘| retired several years ago. He was

Elmer W. Cobb, sr, 16, retired|
salesman, died Priday in his resi-
dence, 157 High Street. |

Mr. Cobb, a native of Machias, |

ben and Henrietta Cobb. He moved

to Bolster's Mills and attended
schools at Otisfield. 53 “

He came to Portland 50 years‘
ago. Mr. Cobb, in his early youth,
was employed by the F. O. Bailey
Co., as a salesman. For several

years after that employment he
was connected with the Michigan
Buggy Co., as local representative.

ortly after he was a partner in
a carriage business at Bangor and
when he returned here he was em-
ployed by Springfield Commercial|
Body Co., Cambridge, Mass. He)

a life member of Portland Lodge
of Elks, a 32nd Degree Mason and
a member of Portland Command-
ery, Knights Templar, Mr. Cobb
leaves his widow, Mrs. Mary
Pierce Cobb; and a son, Elmer W.
Cobb, jr., Portland; a brother,
Ervin F. Cobb, Cape Cod, Mass.,
and two grandchildren.

Funeral services will be at 3.30
p. m., Sunday at 749 Congress
Street. Interment will be in Pine
Grove Cemetery, Falmouth.
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Reinstated .6 Monday from the Huff Funeral
Expelled Home, %:atn’ P;il'i.s.f o m'
. Forrest /S | oftMexico will |
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Baptist 'ch here.) Entomb--

ment will be:at the Riverside
Cemetery, South Paris. LR




“ Mr. Cobb bécame associated
1920 with the Boy: Scout

t#wament in New Jersey: and
estchester County, N.'¥.  He
retired in 1947, at awhick  time

Biwa;:oy mgouncu of New York,
mad an honorary : - life
member. Mz, Cobb: -glso was a
member - of - the. er <of the
Arrow, honorary . t organi-)
zation. 3

He came.to tms tnwn on his|
retirement and had: served as
an inspector of the Motor Truck !
Division, Public Utilities Com-‘
.mission.

Mr, Cobb was born Aug. 3,|
1890 at Farmingdale, son of
Charles 8. Cobb and the late
Maria Collins Cobb. He was &
graduate - of Gardiner High|
School and the University of
Maine where he was active in
athletics. He was a member
of the SAE Fraternity, Maine
Senior Skulls and the Dio-Medi- "
ans. He also was a member of |
Paris Lodge, AF and AM, the
American Legion post in Red
Bank, N. J., the Touchdown
Cluh of New York and the First:
Presbyterian Church, Rye, N. ¥,

Surviving besides his father
are his widow, Mrs. Fannie Reed
Cobb; his step-mother, Mrs.
Grace Thayer Cobb, Gardiner;
three brothers, Charles H.,
(Northport; Harold V. Endicott,
N. Y., and George K. Cohb, prin-
cipal of Potter Academy, Seba-
go, and a half-sister, Mrs. Helen
Matangelo, Millinocket.
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CAPE ELIZABETH Franklin O. Cobb Jr.. 82, of
821 Shore Road, lutiredrealestm died unday

at a local holpug

He was and, non of Dr. Franklin O. and
Amy C. Ml:gg b, and attended Portland schools,
Eanatlng from Portland High School. He also attended

ebron Academy and Tufts Dental School.

Associated with General Motors for many years, Mr,
Cobb owned and operated Franklin Cobb Realty in Port-
land since 1945.

He was past president and an honorary member of

the Portland Board of Realtors, past director of the
Maine Association of Realtors, member and director of
the Maine Multiple Listing Service, and the manage-
ment broker for the Federal Housing Administration.
He was also an appraiser for the Veterans Administra-
tion and a member of the State Street Congregational
Church, the Royal Arch Masons, the Masons, and St.
Albans Comrnand

He is survived by his wife of 52 years, Virginia Poole
Cobb, and a son, Franklin O. III, both of Cape Elizabeth;
a daughter. Carol Ann Christ of Marshfield, Mass.; a
sister, Madeline C. Heinemann of Portland; ~
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‘Harvey B. Cobb
on crew that painted famed Liberty ship

RAYMOND - Harvey B. Cobb, 86, of Cobb Road died
Wednesday after a long illness at his son’s home, where
he had lived for four years.

eBom here, a son of Charles and Agne Strout Caobb, he
gmduatedinlgzsﬁmnpennelllnshtute,wherehe

played baseball, hockey, and sang in the Glee Club. He
later played semi-pro baseball.

Mr. Cobb worked in the South Portland shipyard
during World War II as a painter. He was part of the
crew that painted the $.S. Jeremiah O'Brien, the Liberty
ship that recently returned to Portland for a visit. He
worked for Jensent Rosenblat Painters and Decorators
in Portland for almost 30 years. He also worked at
Poland Spring House with his father as a painter.

He enjoyed sports of all kinds, playing the piano and
farming the family farm in Raymond. He was a life
member and raised to sublime degree of Master Masons
in Cumberland Lodge 12 in New Gloucester.

Surviving are his wife of 59 years, Winona Smith Cobb;
a son, Dana G. Cobb; a sister, Christina Cobb Douglas, all
of Raymond; two granddaughters and a
great-granddaughter.

A funeral will be held at 1 p.m. Saturday at the Hall
Funeral Home, Casco, with the Rev. Raleigh Dutton
officiating. Burial will be in Riverside Cemetery, Plains
Road.
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GRAY — John S. Cobb Sr., 78, died 'mmw at
MaineMedicalCoi:tarinPouhnd. Albert iy
c';?b 20d attendsd local scibools, He grahiated

tmmPennelllnstltute

Mr. Cobb lived here all hls life and was employed
for several years by the Maine Highway Department.

He retired after more than 30 years with Thomas
Laughlin Co.

He was a member of the Masons, Kora Temple
Shrine, the Order of the Eastern Star and Knights of

ias.

Mr. Cobb was also a member of the International
Association of Machinists Union.

' His wife, Violet Cobb, died in 1983.

Survivingaretwo sons.John S. Cobb Jr. and Hubert
F. Cobb, both of Gray; a sister, Catherine Skilling, also
of Gray, seven grandchildren and four great-grand-
children.

A funeral will be held at 9 a.m. Frid at Wilson
Funeral Home. Spring burial will be in Gray Village
Cemetery.
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Joshua R. Cobb, many 3
grocer at Morrill's Corner and b
of a Grand Lodge Masonic Veterans|
mﬁdnl for more than 50 years m
bership in the Masonic fra
this morning at the home of
daughter, Mrs. Albert 8. Way, at 75
Allen Avenue, He was 91,

Mr, Cobb was born in leartnkm
Jan, 17, 1845, and was -educated in|
the schoolx there. He removed to
Portland about 65 years ago, for years
was connectéed with the management
of a tanngry at Morrills Corner,
later going into the grocery lmai—“
ness. He retired from work about
30 years ago. He had been in ;
‘health the past four years and m,
two yvears ago suffered a fall 1
confined him permanently to his

Mr. Cobb became a member aIJ
Deering Lodge of Masons 58 years
agzo and just a year ago received a
veteran's medal for his more -thpn
60 years unbroken memhetship.

His wife, Mary A, Cobb, died
15 years ago and he is survived
five children, seven grandchil
. and four great grandchildren. The
children, all of whom live in Port-
lland are Mrs. Way, Miss Elizabeth
B. Cobb, Mrs. Leslie B, Clu.rk,m

ames A. Walker, and Frank M
4 Masonic funeral ﬂem,
‘conducted at 2
lWllde Memorial Chullel W
of Deering Lodge,

!Cornelius E. Clark of t.hae
Congregational Church, Burial
in Evergreen Cemetery.
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Josiah F. Cobh, 66, former
mayor of South Portland, retired

superintendent of the Grand
Trunk Elevators, and prominent
in ~Masonic circles, died this
morning in hig home, 430 Preble
Street, in that city.. Early in
February he underwent an opera-

tion, but had apparently recovered
from it when Hhe had a heart at-
tack a week ago Saturday.
Mr, Cobb was born Nov. 18,
1871, in the town of Cape Eliza-
beth, the part set off in 1895 us
South Portland, and had
all of his life in that sectjon. lﬁ&
parent.s were the late Daniel

lglor a,Ei%r‘i‘g per}soglgy had QEE&YT@

terested in Masonry, was a past master |
of Hiram Lodge of his home city, and
a member of other branches of the
order. He was a past Worthy Grand |
Patron of the Grand Chapter, Order |
of the Eastern Star, and-a past dis-
trict deputy of the organization. He
joined Masconomo Tribe, Improved
Order of Red Men, as a young man;
and was also- a member of Pomgné
Lodge of Elks, the Foresters and the
Order of the Golden Eagle. He was
for many years treasurer of Mount
Pleasant Cemetery Association, hold-|
ing the office at the time of his death.
He was interested in antique hl.rnitu.t'e
and antiques in general as a hobby,
the old home containing many unusual
specimens.

He is survived by his brother, Allen |
H. Cobb of South Portland; a nephew,
Allen L. Cobb of Rochester, N. Y..
a niece, Miss Josephine Cobb of Wash-
ington, D. C.,, and by several cousins.

Funeral xm-vipm: will ho hald Satur_|
day at 2 p. m., D. S. T, in his home,=
430 Preble Street, South Portland,
and interment will be in Mount Pleas-
ant Cemetery.
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SACO — Justus Cobb, 85, of Village Green died May 4
2000, at Evergreen Manor in Saco.

He was born here, a son of Edgar J. and Esther Merc:
er Cobb, attended Saco schools and graduated in 193
from Thornton Academy, where he was the captain of th
football team and a member of the Glee Club.

Mr. Cobb worked for Swift & Co. for 34 years, retiring i
1969. He then worked for the U.S. Department of Agricul
ture as a meat inspector, retiring in 1982.

He lived in Connecticut from 1956 until returning t
Sacoin 1984

He attended the United Baptist Church in Saco. He wa:
a member of the South Meriden Trinity United Methodis
Chmv:h,Medden,Conn,d:eSacoHistoricalSodetyam

Iﬁspasﬁmamdudedreadmg.havelmgandwmm
crossword puzzles.
A son, Paul J. Cobb, died in 1973.
Smwwngazeh:swdeofSlyears.DomﬂvJorthnCobt
of Saco, a son, Edward B. Cobb of Pepperell, Mass.;
sister, Vu'gmlaCobbPemyafSaw andtwogmndchﬂ
élkerLNaﬂaamdMandMaryAhceCobbbothoquper
A graveside service will be held at 1 p.m. today in Lau-
rel Hill Cemetery.
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.Ralph W. Cobb

s CORNER—Ralph W.
57 died, Tuesday night, at
‘the CMG Hospital | after a six
‘weeks' illness.

A native of Mechanic Falls, he
was “Aug. 18, 1893, the son of
Cha len and Maria  Woodsum
Cobb. He attended Poland schools
tml also Bntm College. Employed
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‘&s had lived here 40 years.
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of Masons of Mechanic
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Sumner B. Cobb, 91, of 126 Wellington Road, died
Monday in a local nursing home after a long illness.

He was born in Falmouth, son of William and Caro
Mason Cobb, and attended local schools.

He served in y during World War L.

Mr. Cobb was a dispatcher for the former Interurban
Electric Train Company, which ran from Portland to Le-
wiston. He then and operated Shackford & Cobb

Trucking Co., and owned Cobb’s Variety Store until he
retired.

He was a past commander of the Ralph Caldwell Post.
He was the oldest living member of the Deering Lodge
of Masons and was a member of North Deering Congre-
gational Church,

His wife of 34 years, Doris S. Stearns Cobb, survives.

A graveside service will be held at 11 a.m. Friday in

Pine Grove Cemetery, Falmouth. The Rev. David Parker
will officiate,
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WEST PARIS — Henry Blair Cobb Jr., 76, died of lung
cancer Dec. 24, 2000, at Ledgeview Nursing Home.

He was born in Edgewood, R.L, a son of Henry B. and
Helen Mulliken Cobb Sr., and graduated from Bridgton
Academy in 1942. He attended the University of Maine
briefly before enlisting in the Army Air Forces. During
World War II, he served in Panama.

Mr. Cobb worked 23 years for the Ralston Purina Co.
and was recognized nationally for his work in feed sales.

After retiring, he operated H.B. Cobb Inc. in Belfast
with his wife before moving to Massachusetts. They
returned to Maine in 1982, and Mr. Cobb was employed by
Opportunity Farm in New Gloucester. They moved fo
West Paris 16 years ago.

Mr. Cobb was active in the Belfast community, organiz-
ing the Broiler Festival for several years and rising to the
rank of division captain in the Coast Guard Auxiliary. He
was a familiar figure on the docks of Belfast, spending
days mackerel fishing or clamming.

He was a member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and
a 32nd degree Mason, recently receiving his 50 year pin.

Surviving are his wife of 53 years, Hilda Julia Seilonen
Cobb; two daughters, Deborah Middleton of Vassalboro
and Catherine Cobb of Augusta; a son, Michael of York;
five grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.

Visiting hours will be from 6 to 8 p.m. today at Weston-
Chandler Funeral Home, 45 Main St, South Paris. A

- spring graveside service will be held in Harrison Luthe-
ran Cemetery.
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|WALTER W. COBB

GORHAM “Peb. G—Wait.er
‘W. Cobb, 80, former assistant
treasurer of the Cumberland
County Power and Light Co,
died suddenly yesterday m~ms
Morrill avenue home.

He was born Aug. 11, 187'1 at
Biddeford, the son of the-late

am and Mary Luella
‘Cobb. He was educated at Gor-
ham High School and in 1901
became a motorman on ' the
Westbrook - Pm't.lmd street-
car line for -
pany. He was pro
'sistant treasurer 28 years
In 1952 he retired and. mo
hu'e -eight years ago. Sash 2 iy

- Mr. Cobb was a member of
the Harmony Lodge, AF&AM,
Gorham; Pine Tree Chapter,
QES, Gorham; New England

of Protection, and the
oodfords Congregational
Gtmmh He married the form-
a:rng 1 A. Russell in Porﬂand;

in 1932 )
Mdes h!a’.'“wjdow. he is sur-

v;md by a hter, Mrs. Mary
ute. %enee, BRI &
zm;d -

£ Mrs James

St. The Rev, Har-

'w. Dubbs will officiate.

‘Interment will be in Eastern
Cemetery.
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Willard EsMayne Cobb, 87, who
had been steadily employed in
carpentry or cabinet-making jobs
70 years when he retired last year,
died this morning in the home he
built for himself many years ago
at 327 Summit Street.

For the "last 35 years of his
working life, up to his retirement
last year, he was employed in the
shipping room of the Southworth
‘Machine Company, Warren Ave-:
nue, Before that he worked nearly|
20 years for the Portland Cooper-
‘age Company. Earlier jobs were
‘with Kendall & Whitney wooden
‘washtub factory at Duck Pond
‘and in Brackett’'s Mill on the
.Portland waterfront.

' He was born here June 8, 1863,
‘son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles H.
Cobb, He was a charter member
of Cornerstone Lodge, AF&AM,
and Cornerstone Chapter, OES;
a member - of Portland Com-
‘mandery, Knights Templar, and
‘a member of the New Church,
- Swedenborgian.

. He followed twin hobbies of
‘raising plants and collecting
. stamps, and was a member of the
Portland Philatelist Club. Surviv-
ing are two daughters, Mrs, Rob-
‘ert S. Gass and Mrs. Charles
! Crute, and a sister, Mrs, Etta L.
‘Knight, Portland; and several
nieces and nephews.

Funeral services will be at 11
a. m. Wednesday at 749 Congress
Street, with the Rev. Louis A, Dole
ofﬁciatlng and burial at Pins
Grove Cemetery, !"a]mouth
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BROOKSVILLE, Fla. — Capt.
Willard “Will" S. Cobb, 76, of
Spring Hill, Fla. passed away
Tuesday, March 22, 1994, in
Brooksville, Fla.

Borm in 1917 in
Auburn, Maine,
he was the son of 8
Clarence Cobb -'
and Gladys
(Robinson)
Cobb.

He was the
husband of
Hilma (Lank)
Cobb.

He moved to
Florida in 1973 from Winthrop,
Maine.

Mr. Cobb was a graduate of
CMTC Military Academy, Cony
High School, Augusta, Maine, and

attended Hernando/Pasco Com-

munity College, Fla. Mr. Cobb
was a World War II Air Force
veteran as a bombardier and
bombardier instructor, he served
in Panama, Australia and New
Guinea. He received the Distin-
guished Flying Cross and Presi-
dential Citation.

He was an auditor for the Maine
National Guard, he had his pilot's

Hilma Cobb, of Hill, Fla.; ;
two daughters, ly Labbe |
and her husba Donald, of

and her husband, Guy, of
Colorado Colo.; a son,?
ngobbﬁtuL hism.le Amy of
pring

Kenneth A. Cobb lnd his wife,’
Polly of Win! Lhree grl.nd-
children, Nina 1

Wash., ChrhOddoofAugusu
Dev:n Chaney of Colorldo

Spri
rr%?

and real-estate li , and
was a volunteer for YMCA.

Mr. Cobb was a member of
KORA Temple Shrine, Lewiston,
Maine; TROA (Retired Officers
Assn.); Past Masters Assn. Scot-
tish Rile formed DeMolay in
D:ﬁ:uandwasapuudvmerol

lay; past master of Bethle-

hem Lndge Au usta; past

n 13. He
recelved the l.nurnauonal Grand
Cross from the Rainbow Girls,
was past member of the Civil Air

' Patrol, Brooksville, Fla., and a

member of AARP.

A memorial service will
1984, v by at{l')eSpri.ng Hill*
al
Mel.bodlst%h.n'ch Interment will
be in Maine Veterans Memorial
Cemetery, Augusta, Maine. =¥
In lieu of flowers, please send"

donations to Kora Temple Shrine,
11 Sabattus St., Lewiston,:
Maine.
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WINTHROP — Clare Edgar
Coburn, 79, died July 7, 1988, at
Kennebec Valley Medlcal Center,
Augusta Division.

He was born in Macwahoc, June
12, 1909, the son of Ernest and Cora
(Weston) Coburn.

A member of Temple Lodge,
AF&AM, Winthrop, Mr. Coburn
was employed as a heavy equipment
operator for many years and retired
in 1972.

He is survived by his wife, Helen
Coburn of Winthrop; four daugh-
ters, Bonnie Pullen of Gardiner,
Myrtle Sargis of Connecticut, Judith
Pooler of Fairfield and Marjorie
Black of Winthrop; and 13
grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held
Saturday at 10 a.m. at Roberts
Funeral Home, 26 Bowdom St.,
Winthrop.

Donations may be made to the
American Cancer Society, Maine
Division Inc., 52 Federal St., Bruns-
wick 04011.
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y,an PHILIP G COBURN
No. 7411 Noble Philip Graves Cobum of
Newport and Haines City, FL was bom June
*4, 1929 and died peacefully in bis sleep Oc-
tober 12, 2004
He graduated from Newport High School
in 1946, the post- gr.d\ul: program ai
Maine Ceniral Institute, Pittsfield. and the
Unrvusxlynﬂh:wnhadepun.\m-
mal

-aduﬁ:ﬁmmd“ﬂmnfﬁrm—
land. Phil’s herd grew 1o over 400 high-pro-
ducing Holstcins, which were sold m 1986
in the Whole Herd Buyout Program. His
Ilndhidlngsw\omlmn 1000 acres,
including 300 acres of fodder com. for
which he was awarded recognition several
times from the National Corn Growers™
Association. In addition 10 com. Phil also
raised beef cattle until his retirement in
1996. when the farm was sold. He served
on Newport own
including the Newport School
mwcm lnl%lhebeam
a part-time insurance agent for Farm Fam-
ily Insurance Cmp-ny.cvcmuluy rising to
then district

‘agency manager and manager
for the State of Mainc. Phil returned 1o the
farm in 1966 and initisted an expansion and
modemization program. In 1986, be re-
ceived the Maine Dairy Industry Leader
A-:ni.!nad:ﬁmmm-.saﬂmu
o(thEl!hd Producer s Associa-

Conservation Service Commitleeman, see-
retary-treasurer of the Penobscot County
DHIA, vice president of Yankee Milk,
chairman of the board of the Agrimark Co-
ive. He was a member of the Corinna
United Methodist Church. He was an avid
fan and supparter of the University of
Maine athletic program and a devoted fan
of the Boston Red Sox.
His Masonic affiliations included member-
ship in and Past Master of Parian Lodge
No. 160 AM & FM of Corinna. His enroll-
ment in Anah Shriners was recorded as June
19, 1976.
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W. Henry Coburn, 76, of 11
Shepley St., died Sunday in
a local hosg wing a
brief illness. * it e ‘

He was born in Portland, a
son of William L. and Hattie
E. Fabyan Coburn.

He attended local schools
and the Portland School of
Accounting.

For most of his life Mr.
Coburn worked as a book-
keeper and a general office
worker.

He was employed by the
Maine Central Railroad for 23
years and retired in 1961 be-
cause of ill health.

He was a member of the
Immanuel Baptist Church
and was an active Mason, a
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The funeral will be at 2

p.m. Wednesday at 749 Con-
gress St., with Rev. Edward

R. Nelson, officiating. Inter-
ment will follow in Forest
City Cemetery, South Port-

'land.
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