Grand Lodge of Maine
415 Congress Street
P O Box 15058
Portland, ME 04112-5058
March 1, 2011
To: Maine Blue Lodges
From: Grand Lodge Insurance Committee
Our Grand Lodge Insurance policies come up for renewal soon, so it is an appropriate time to discuss insurance. As a refresher for new senior officers in lodges and building Trustees, we hold two Grand Lodge insurance policies with Hanover Insurance Company. The first policy is for our blanket Membership Liability Insurance  covering all members of the Masonic family. The second policy is an optional Group Premises Liability and Property Insurance for individual lodge buildings. This insurance is a concern for Trustees of Building Corporations for Masonic buildings. Approximately one third of the constituent lodges in Maine are now insured under this policy. A few lodges have applied and been denied coverage due to the age of the building or high risk due to life safety issues. A few other lodges  have compared prices with other insurance companies and have chosen them to provide their insurance coverage. The majority of lodges taking advantage of the optional insurance for their buildings have benefited from increased coverage and /or reduced cost.
The Membership Liability Insurance is a requirement from standing regulation number 48 of the Grand Lodge Constitution and is paid for in our annual lodge returns with a per member charge. The billing for the optional insurance for the buildings for all participating lodges goes to Grand Lodge and the Grand Treasurer in turn bills each lodge. Standing regulation number 48 also states that “each lodge shall procure Liability Insurance for its temple buildings and premises.” One significant value of the optional group insurance is that the premises liability coverage is one low price for all participating lodges. The property coverage is based on the replacement value of the building. If the Trustees of your building association or corporation have not yet considered  looking into the optional group insurance for your building insurance, it could be to your advantage to request a quote. This insurance program was designed to save money while maximizing coverage.
The process for requesting an insurance quote is relatively straight forward. The process involves filling out a questionnaire and sending it to our insurance agent. Our contact is Betsy Sibley at Northeast Bank Insurance Group 232 Center Street Suite D2 Auburn, ME 04210. Her phone number is 800-284-5989 ext 3480. Betsy can also be contacted electronically at bsibley@northeastbank.com. The questionnaire can be obtained by contacting Betsy Sibley, downloading from the Grand Lodge WEB site or contacting Walter Kyllonen at 207-363-5473.
The Grand Lodge Committee is available to answer questions you might have about your insurance needs and to provide any liaison necessary with our Insurance Agent.
Fraternally,
RW Walter Kyllonen
Grand Lodge Insurance Committee
